
  

 

CHAPTER 11. Of Justification  

1. God justifies His people in two acts: the first is pardoning their sins; the second is accepting them as righteous. This 

acceptance is through the obedience and sacrifice of Jesus, do that it is entirely a gift of God.  

 

2. Our faith in Jesus is the instrument for justification, but we rest in Him through good works. 

 

 

3. Christ, through His death, fully paid the debt of sin for His people, undergoing the penalty of their behalf.  

 

4. The elect were promised justification before time; justification was accomplished at the cross, but it is not applied 

until the Holy Spirit personally, in time, unites a person to Christ. 

 

5. Justification is a one time declaration and can not be undone by the sin of God's people. Our sin can, however, 

bring great displeasure to God, to the extent of Him removing aspects of His grace from us. This requires us to live in a 

continual state of repentance. 

 

6. The justification of believers in the OT was, in all of these respects, one in the same with the justification of 

believers in the NT. 

 

CHAPTER 12. Of Adoption  

1. All those justified are adopted into the family of God and partake of all of the blessings that implies: 

 a. His name put upon them 

 b. receive the Spirit of adoption 

 c. have access to the throne of grace 

 d. may cry out to God 

 e. are watched over by God 

 f. sealed for the day of salvation 

 

CHAPTER 13. Of Sanctification  

1. The indwelling Spirit is not just a mark of justification, but an active presence in the life of a believer. God's people 

are being renewed, as sin as seen as more and more offensive, and holiness is seen as good. 

 

2. This sanctification touches every part of our life, but is not complete until we are glorified. Our life is a battle 

between flesh and Spirit. 

 

3. While at times, it will feel like you are losing this battle, the presence of the Holy Spirit is assurance that you will 

make progress, both in righteousness, but also in trust and faith. 

 

CHAPTER 14. Of Saving Faith  

1. Saving faith comes from the work of the Spirit in the heart of the believer, ordinarily through the proclaimed Word, 

and is strengthened through the practice of baptism and Communion. 

 

2. The same Spirit who opens our hearts to the goodness of God also opens up a love for His Word.  

 

3. The power of saving faith is not in its display, at times it appears strong or weak, but what sets it apart from 

common grace is that it endures. 

 

CHAPTER 15. Of Repentance unto Life and Salvation  

1. Old and new believers are regenerated in the same way, though the experience will be different based on the time 

in life that their repentance unto life happens. 



 

2. Believers will continue to sin, but will be renewed in their relationship with God through the act of repentance.  

 

3. This act of repentance will grow our understanding of sin and give us the strength to pursue righteousness. 

 

4. Repentance is a continual activity, to be done through a believer's whole life. 

 

5. There is no sin so small that it does not deserve punishment, and no sin so large that Jesus will not forgive it if 

repented. 

 

CHAPTER 16. Of Good Works  

1. Good works are what God has commanded. NO MORE! 

 

2. Good works are the evidences of the Christian life. With them, Christians: 

 a. manifest thankfulness - show how much God's grace means to us 

 b. strengthen their assurance- God works through good works to build our faith 

 c. edify their brethren- God works through our good works to build others up 

 d. adorn the gospel- we reveal that the gospel matters 

 e. quiet their adversaries- we break down the arguments against Christianity 

 f. glorify God- it is means that we can worship 

 

3. We don't take credit for a good works; we are responsible to put forth effort. 

 

4. The greatest Christian in the world is nowhere close to God's standard. 

 

5. We are not capable of overcoming the infinite distance between us and God. Even the best we do is still tainted by 

sin. 

 

6. Our works ARE accepted through Christ; God is pleased by our tainted efforts as they are cleansed and made 

perfect by Jesus. 

 

7. Works done by regenerate persons, though they may fit God's law/order, are sinful, because they are not done for 

the glory of God, nor are they purified by Jesus. Yet, God is more displeased when they neglect good works. 

 

CHAPTER 17. Of the Perseverance of the Saints  

1. Those whom God has called and justified, will persevere to the end. Though they may have ups and downs, and 

even be obscured from the faith for a time, they will return because they are being kept by Him. 

 

2. This perseverance is based entirely on the immutability and sovereignty of God.  

 

3. Though God's people may for time neglect their means of preservation, fall into grievous sins, and receive God's 

displeasure, God will, through the Spirit, bring them back to repentance and restore them. 

 

CHAPTER 18. Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation  

1. While it is possible to be a false believer, we can trust that if we love Jesus and trust Him for salvation that we are 

in the state of grace. 

 

2. This assurance is not a blind hope, but is grounded on the plan of the Father, the blood of Jesus, and the inward 

evidence of the Spirit.  

 



3. Assurance and faith are not synonymous. You may have salvation, but be unsure. We must take advantage of the 

means that God has given to us to grow our faith. 

 

4. At times, true believers may struggle to have any assurance at all, yet their faith is never based on their assurance 

of it. God will carry them through their doubt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 11: Of Justification 

 

1._____ Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth, not by infusing righteousness into them, but by 

pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous; not for anything wrought in them, or done 

by them, but for Christ's sake alone; not by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience to 

them, as their righteousness; but by imputing Christ's active obedience unto the whole law, and passive obedience in his 

death for their whole and sole righteousness by faith, which faith they have not of themselves; it is the gift of God. 

( Romans 3:24; Romans 8:30; Romans 4:5-8; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:30, 31; Romans 5:17-19; Philippians  

3:8, 9; Ephesians 2:8-10; John 1:12; Romans 5:17 ) 

 

2._____ Faith thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification; yet it is not 

alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by love. 

( Romans 3:28; Galatians 5:6; James 2:17, 22, 26 ) 

 

3._____ Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are justified; and did, by the sacrifice 

of himself in the blood of his cross, undergoing in their stead the penalty due unto them, make a proper, real, and full 

satisfaction to God's justice in their behalf; yet, inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and his obedience and 

satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for anything in them, their justification is only of free grace, that 

both the exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners. ( Hebrews 10:14; 1 Peter 1:18, 

19; Isaiah 53:5, 6; Romans 8:32; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:26; Ephesians 1:6,7; Ephesians 2:7 ) 

 

4._____ God did from all eternity decree to justify all the elect, and Christ did in the fullness of time die for their sins, and rise 

again for their justification; nevertheless, they are not justified personally, until the Holy Spirit doth in time due actually apply 

Christ unto them. 

( Galatians 3:8; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 Timothy 2:6; Romans 4:25; Colossians 1:21,22; Titus 3:4-7 ) 

 

5._____ God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified, and although they can never fall from the state of 

justification, yet they may, by their sins, fall under God's fatherly displeasure; and in that condition they have not usually the 

light of his countenance restored unto them, until they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, and renew their 

faith and repentance. 

( Matthew 6:12; 1 John 1:7, 9; John 10:28; Psalms 89:31-33; Psalms 32:5; Psalms 51; Matthew 26:75 ) 

 

6._____ The justification of believers under the Old Testament was, in all these respects, one and the same with the 

justification of believers under the New Testament. 

( Galatians 3:9; Romans 4:22-24 ) 

 

 

 



Chapter 12: Of Adoption 

 

_______ All those that are justified, God vouchsafed, in and for the sake of his only Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of the 

grace of adoption, by which they are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God, have 

his name put upon them, receive the spirit of adoption, have access to the throne of grace with boldness, are enabled to cry 

Abba, Father, are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by him as by a Father, yet never cast off, but sealed to the 

day of redemption, and inherit the promises as heirs of everlasting salvation. 

( Ephesians 1:5; Galatians 4:4, 5; John 1:12; Romans 8:17; 2 Corinthians 6:18; Revelation 3:12; Romans 8:15;  

Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 2:18; Psalms 103:13; Proverbs 14:26; 1 Peter 5:7; Hebrews 12:6; Isaiah 54:8, 9;  

Lamentations 3:31; Ephesians 4:30; Hebrews 1:14; Hebrews 6:12 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 13: Of Sanctification 

 

1._____ They who are united to Christ, effectually called, and regenerated, having a new heart and a new spirit created in 

them through the virtue of Christ's death and resurrection, are also farther sanctified, really and personally, through the same 

virtue, by His Word and Spirit dwelling in them; the dominion of the whole body of sin is destroyed, and the several lusts 

thereof are more and more weakened and mortified, and they more and more quickened and strengthened in all saving 

graces, to the practice of all true holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 

( Acts 20:32; Romans 6:5, 6; John 17:17; Ephesians 3:16-19; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-23; Romans 6:14; Galatians 5:24;  

Colossians 1:11; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 12:14 ) 

 

2._____This sanctification is throughout the whole man, yet imperfect in this life; there abideth still some remnants of 

corruption in every part, whence ariseth a continual and irreconcilable war; the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit 

against the flesh. 

( 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Romans 7:18, 23; Galatians 5:17; 1 Peter 2:11 ) 

 

3._____ In which war, although the remaining corruption for a time may much prevail, yet through the continual supply of 

strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the regenerate part doth overcome; and so the saints grow in grace, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God, pressing after an heavenly life, in evangelical obedience to all the commands which Christ as Head 

and King, in His Word hath prescribed them. 

( Romans 7:23; Romans 6:14; Ephesians 4:15, 16; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Corinthians 7:1 ) 

 

 

 



Chapter 14: Of Saving Faith 

 

1._____ The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of 

Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the Word; by which also, and by the administration of 

baptism and the Lord's supper, prayer, and other means appointed of God, it is increased and strengthened. ( 2 Corinthians 

4:13; Ephesians 2:8; Romans 10:14, 17; Luke 17:5; 1 Peter 2:2; Acts 20:32 ) 

 

2._____ By this faith a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the Word for the authority of God himself, 

and also apprehendeth an excellency therein above all other writings and all things in the world, as it bears forth the glory of 

God in his attributes, the excellency of Christ in his nature and offices, and the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit in his 

workings and operations: and so is enabled to cast his soul upon the truth thus believed; and also acteth differently upon 

that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, 

and embracing the promises of God for this life and that which is to come; but the principal acts of saving faith have 

immediate relation to Christ, accepting, receiving, and resting upon him alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal 

life, by virtue of the covenant of grace. 

( Acts 24:14; Psalms 27:7-10; Psalms 119:72; 2 Timothy 1:12; John 14:14; Isaiah 66:2; Hebrews 11:13; John 1:12;  

Acts 16:31; Galatians 2:20; Acts 15:11 ) 

 

3._____ This faith, although it be different in degrees, and may be weak or strong, yet it is in the least degree of it different 

in the kind or nature of it, as is all other saving grace, from the faith and common grace of temporary believers; and 

therefore, though it may be many times assailed and weakened, yet it gets the victory, growing up in many to the 

attainment of a full assurance through Christ, who is both the author and finisher of our faith. 

( Hebrews 5:13, 14; Matthew 6:30; Romans 4:19, 20; 2 Peter 1:1; Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4, 5; Hebrews 6:11, 12;  

Colossians 2:2; Hebrews 12:2 ) 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 15: Of Repentance Unto Life and Salvation 

 

1._____ Such of the elect as are converted at riper years, having sometime lived in the state of nature, and therein served 

divers lusts and pleasures, God in their effectual calling giveth them repentance unto life. ( Titus 3:2-5 ) 

 

2._____ Whereas there is none that doth good and sinneth not, and the best of men may, through the power and 

deceitfulness of their corruption dwelling in them, with the prevalency of temptation, fall into great sins and provocations; 

God hath, in the covenant of grace, mercifully provided that believers so sinning and falling be renewed through repentance 

unto salvation. 

( Ecclesiastes 7:20; Luke 22:31, 32 ) 

 

3._____ This saving repentance is an evangelical grace, whereby a person, being by the Holy Spirit made sensible of the 

manifold evils of his sin, doth, by faith in Christ, humble himself for it with godly sorrow, detestation of it, and self-

abhorrency, praying for pardon and strength of grace, with a purpose and endeavour, by supplies of the Spirit, to walk 

before God unto all well-pleasing in all things. 

( Zechariah 12:10; Acts 11:18; Ezekiel 36:31; 2 Corinthians 7:11; Psalms 119:6; Psalms 119:128 ) 

 

4._____ As repentance is to be continued through the whole course of our lives, upon the account of the body of death, and 

the motions thereof, so it is every man's duty to repent of his particular known sins particularly. 

( Luke 19:8; 1 Timothy 1:13, 15 ) 

 

5._____ Such is the provision which God hath made through Christ in the covenant of grace for the preservation of believers 

unto salvation; that although there is no sin so small but it deserves damnation; yet there is no sin so great that it shall bring 

damnation on them that repent; which makes the constant preaching of repentance necessary. 

( Romans 6:23; Isaiah 1:16-18 Isaiah 55:7 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 16: Of Good Works 

 

1._____ Good works are only such as God hath commanded in his Holy Word, and not such as without the warrant thereof 

are devised by men out of blind zeal, or upon any pretence of good intentions. 

( Micah 6:8; Hebrews 13:21; Matthew 15:9; Isaiah 29:13 ) 

 

2._____ These good works, done in obedience to God's commandments, are the fruits and evidences of a true and lively 

faith; and by them believers manifest their thankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify their brethren, adorn the 

profession of the gospel, stop the mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created in Christ 

Jesus thereunto, that having their fruit unto holiness they may have the end eternal life. 

( James 2:18, 22; Psalms 116:12, 13; 1 John 2:3, 5; 2 Peter 1:5-11; Matthew 5:16; 1 Timothy 6:1; 1 Peter 2:15;  

Philippians 1:11; Ephesians 2:10; Romans 6:22 ) 

 

3._____ Their ability to do good works is not at all of themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ; and that they may be 

enabled thereunto, besides the graces they have already received, there is necessary an actual influence of the same Holy 

Spirit, to work in them to will and to do of his good pleasure; yet they are not hereupon to grow negligent, as if they were 

not bound to perform any duty, unless upon a special motion of the Spirit, but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the 

grace of God that is in them. 

( John 15:4, 5; 2 Corinthians 3:5; Philippians 2:13; Philippians 2:12; Hebrews 6:11, 12; Isaiah 64:7 ) 

 

4._____ They who in their obedience attain to the greatest height which is possible in this life, are so far from being able to 

supererogate, and to do more than God requires, as that they fall short of much which in duty they are bound to do. 

( Job 9:2, 3; Galatians 5:17; Luke 17:10 ) 

 

5._____ We cannot by our best works merit pardon of sin or eternal life at the hand of God, by reason of the great 

disproportion that is between them and the glory to come, and the infinite distance that is between us and God, whom by 

them we can neither profit nor satisfy for the debt of our former sins; but when we have done all we can, we have done but 

our duty, and are unprofitable servants; and because as they are good they proceed from his Spirit, and as they are wrought 

by us they are defiled and mixed with so much weakness and imperfection, that they cannot endure the severity of God's 

punishment. 

( Romans 3:20; Ephesians 2:8, 9; Romans 4:6; Galatians 5:22, 23; Isaiah 64:6; Psalms 143:2 ) 

 

6._____ Yet notwithstanding the persons of believers being accepted through Christ, their good works also are accepted in 

him; not as though they were in this life wholly unblameable and unreprovable in God's sight, but that he, looking upon 

them in his Son, is pleased to accept and reward that which is sincere, although accompanied with many weaknesses and 

imperfections. 

( Ephesians 1:6; 1 Peter 2:5; Matthew 25:21, 23; Hebrews 6:10 ) 

 

7._____ Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be things which God commands, and 

of good use both to themselves and others; yet because they proceed not from a heart purified by faith, nor are done in a 

right manner according to the word, nor to a right end, the glory of God, they are therefore sinful, and cannot please God, 

nor make a man meet to receive grace from God, and yet their neglect of them is more sinful and displeasing to God. 

( 2 Kings 10:30; 1 Kings 21:27, 29; Genesis 4:5; Hebrews 11:4, 6; 1 Corinthians 13:1; Matthew 6:2, 5; Amos 5:21, 22; Romans 

9:16; Titus 3:5; Job 21:14, 15; Matthew 25:41-43 ) 

 

 

 



Chapter 17: Of The Perseverance of the Saints 

 

1._____ Those whom God hath accepted in the beloved, effectually called and sanctified by his Spirit, and given the precious 

faith of his elect unto, can neither totally nor finally fall from the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the 

end, and be eternally saved, seeing the gifts and callings of God are without repentance, whence he still begets and 

nourisheth in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit unto immortality; and though many 

storms and floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall never be able to take them off that foundation and rock which 

by faith they are fastened upon; notwithstanding, through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, the sensible sight of the 

light and love of God may for a time be clouded and obscured from them, yet he is still the same, and they shall be sure to be 

kept by the power of God unto salvation, where they shall enjoy their purchased possession, they being engraven upon the 

palm of his hands, and their names having been written in the book of life from all eternity. 

( John 10:28, 29; Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 2:19; 1 John 2:19; Psalms 89:31, 32; 1 Corinthians 11:32; Malachi 3:6 ) 

 

2._____ This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the immutability of the decree of 

election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father, upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of 

Jesus Christ and union with him, the oath of God, the abiding of his Spirit, and the seed of God within them, and the nature of 

the covenant of grace; from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof. 

( Romans 8:30 Romans 9:11, 16; Romans 5:9, 10; John 14:19; Hebrews 6:17, 18; 1 John 3:9; Jeremiah 32:40 ) 

 

3._____ And though they may, through the temptation of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in 

them, and the neglect of means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins, and for a time continue therein, whereby they 

incur God's displeasure and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to have their graces and comforts impaired, have their hearts 

hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves, yet 

shall they renew their repentance and be preserved through faith in Christ Jesus to the end. 

( Matthew 26:70, 72, 74; Isaiah 64:5, 9; Ephesians 4:30; Psalms 51:10, 12; Psalms 32:3, 4; 2 Samuel 12:14; Luke 22:32, 61, 62 ) 

 

 



Chapter 18: Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation 

 

1._____ Although temporary believers, and other unregenerate men, may vainly deceive themselves with 

false hopes and carnal presumptions of being in the favour of God and state of salvation, which hope of theirs 

shall perish; yet such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all 

good conscience before him, may in this life be certainly assured that they are in the state of grace, and may 

rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which hope shall never make them ashamed. 

( Job 8:13, 14; Matthew 7:22, 23; 1 John 2:3; 1 John 3:14, 18, 19, 21, 24; 1 John 5:13; Romans 5:2, 5 ) 

 

2._____ This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable persuasion grounded upon a fallible hope, but an 

infallible assurance of faith founded on the blood and righteousness of Christ revealed in the Gospel; and also 

upon the inward evidence of those graces of the Spirit unto which promises are made, and on the testimony 

of the Spirit of adoption, witnessing with our spirits that we are the children of God; and, as a fruit thereof, 

keeping the heart both humble and holy. 

( Hebrews 6:11, 19; Hebrews 6:17, 18; 2 Peter 1:4, 5, 10, 11; Romans 8:15, 16; 1 John 3:1-3 ) 

 

3._____ This infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith, but that a true believer may wait 

long, and conflict with many difficulties before he be partaker of it; yet being enabled by the Spirit to know the 

things which are freely given him of God, he may, without extraordinary revelation, in the right use of means, 

attain thereunto: and therefore it is the duty of every one to give all diligence to make his calling and election 

sure, that thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, in love and thankfulness to 

God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of obedience, the proper fruits of this assurance; -so far is 

it from inclining men to looseness. 

( Isaiah 50:10; Psalms 88; Psalms 77:1-12; 1 John 4:13; Hebrews 6:11, 12; Romans 5:1, 2, 5; Romans 14:17; 

Psalms 119:32; Romans 6:1,2; Titus 2:11, 12, 14 ) 

 

4._____ True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways shaken, diminished, and 

intermitted; as by negligence in preserving of it, by falling into some special sin which woundeth the 

conscience and grieveth the Spirit; by some sudden or vehement temptation, by God's withdrawing the light 

of his countenance, and suffering even such as fear him to walk in darkness and to have no light, yet are they 

never destitute of the seed of God and life of faith, that love of Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of heart 

and conscience of duty out of which, by the operation of the Spirit, this assurance may in due time be revived, 

and by the which, in the meantime, they are preserved from utter despair. 

( Canticles 5:2, 3, 6; Psalms 51:8, 12, 14; Psalms 116:11; Psalms 77:7, 8; Psalms 31:22; Psalms 30:7; 1 John 3:9; 

Luke 22:32; Psalms 42:5, 11; Lamentations 3:26-31 ) 


