
O come, o come, 

Emmanuel


Advent — day 5

— call to worship

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all 
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.  | Colossians 1.15-17


— Meditation 

The Word was not so circumscribed in the body as to be there only and 
nowhere else. He was still the energizing principle of all things as 
before. He was in everything, but not essentially identified with 
everything; being only entirely in the Father alone. The soul by acts of 
thought can comprehend distant objects, but cannot influence them; 
not so the Word, for He controlled both His own body and the whole 
universe, being in all things and yet essentially distinct from them. As 
man, He fulfilled human duties; as Word, He quickened all things; as 
Son, He was with the Father.  | Athanasius


— Reflection

Not nearly enough do we consider Jesus Christ to be the creator of all things and 

the power that holds all things together, but scripture is clear. What kind of holy 

and peculiar beauty it is that He can hold the universe together while He is nursing 
from His mother! No one has ever been, nor ever will be as beautiful, majestic, 

and complicated as our Lord Jesus! Take a moment to stand in awe of Him today. 

He is worthy! 


— Prayer

Merciful Lord, the comforter and teacher of your faithful people, increase in your 
church the desires which you have given, and confirm the hearts of those who 

hope in you by enabling them to understand the depth of your promises, that 

all of your adopted sons may even now behold, with the eyes of faith, 

and patiently wait for, the light which as yet you do not openly 

manifest; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  | Ambrose


